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side of the bottienecked thor-
oughfare are experioncing a
erunch in sales and a loss of

custormers who are avolding

the congestion,

“Many store owners remain -

hopeful, however, that - they
can regain their clientele and
boost their revenue when the
$27 million expansion project
.- as well ag the construction of

- The Orchard’ st . -_Sﬁ&dieb'ack'
~and the demolition of the for.

. mer Kmart building s com-
plete and the onee-bleak corris

18 o schedule and expected to

be done at the end of October.

© " have every - expectation. K]
that is going to happen,” Bak-

ers Sguare restaurant man.

ager Esperanza Ruiz said,

“They (businesses and neigh.

borhoods) are putting up with

a lot. They are e_xpe:;_t.i_ng it to

be successful”

Some businesses owners
noticed a decrense when con-
struction started about six
months ago, Drivers could not
-enter  into the Bell Tower

~Plaza in the first phaze of con-

struction since the three sc.

cess points were closed off for
.work.” Businesses also lost
“phone’ serviee for about a
week in Jaouaby when rain
flooded underground mainte-
nance holes,
- Bome stores have adapted
o the situation. Socorre Gl
van, gwner of Saddlehack Val.
ey Talloring in the Twin
Peaks Plazn; delivers altored
clothing {0 her clients who do
not want o grapple with the
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dor becomes a destination
spot in Lake Forest.
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hetifying eustomers < that

T aRe Forest. | items would be veady after. 5
- City officials say the project

p-m, 0 they wouldn't have to

- dead with construction traffic,

Assistant = City Manager
Ssaid progress
on Bl Tore
continues  as
= scheduled de-
gpite |
than 20 days

“ fost svef ; t-i;e . recent
. storms.
3266,899," Lanes
HMimSHARG  have beenre-
OWNER OF  duced Lo two
THECLOSED  froin  three
BUY "H"  while  cpews
SAVESTORE  finish placing

T utility Hnes
underground, C
Pulone said. rvoadwork on
the northern side of 51 Toro ix
expected o be completed by
the second week in May Then
crews will begin digging up
eurbs on the south side, where
construction  should  move
guickly since there are fower
utilities fo refocate,
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Meanwhile, to secommo-

date existing customers and Lo

atlract new opes, stores, res-
taurants and the retaflers are
offering coupons and con-
struction promotions,

Still, some owners are con-
cerned, '

prepaving to ender his busiest
season,” In the next 3%
months Be expeets to earn half
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Saddieback Patio ;_;m'i Fire- |
“side owner Miteh Volman is

hig annual revenue. The out.

door farniture Slore owner gt
Twin Peaks said up to now the
loss of customers is “moder-
ate,” but the impaect could
worsen: i roadwork is not
completed soon,

For others, husiness s re-
burping.. o

“When customers sl we
can.tell them Uiy ean gel in
and out of the cenfer” Rer.
ward  k oo# salearman al
Pal's Sewing Machinos and
Vacuums Sales and Hervice,
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